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George Denton Clark was born in Summerside, P.E.I., on January 29, 

1924, the son of William Andrew Heath and Mary Lillian (Murray) Clark 

of North Bedeque, P.E.I. 

 

After attending North Bedeque School, he worked for the P.E.I. Fur Pool 

prior to joining the RCAF in July 1942.  His aircrew training commenced 

at #11 EFTS at Cap de la Madeleine, P.Q., and he received his pilotôs 

wings at #3 SFTS in Calgary, and went overseas as a Sgt. Pilot in Novem-

ber, 1943. 

 

In England, he was stationed at Bournemouth, Theale, Wheaton Aston, 

Upavon, Edgehill, Dishforth and Windrush.  He served as a flying instruc-

tor on Airspeed Oxfords at Windrush, which was a pilotôs advanced flying 

training base.  The incentive presented to this young Canadian pilot to be-

come a flying instructor was to fly Mosquitoes at the end of the flying in-

structorsô tour.  The cessation of hostilities did not allow this to materialize.  He was discharged from the 

RCAF in Halifax as a Warrant Officer. 

 

Denton attended Prince of Wales College during 1945-46, and attended the University of New Bruns-

wick from 1946 to 1950, receiving his B.Sc. in Electrical Engineering. 

 

During his final year at U.N.B., he joined the Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers as an 

engineering officer.  With RCEME he served in Kingston, Montreal, Vancouver and Vernon, B.C.  

While in the Army, he was selected to attend McGill University, where he received his Master of Engi-

neering degree in 1952.  He resigned from the Army and accepted a position as a research officer with 

the National Research Council in Ottawa in January, 1956. 

 

During 1956, Mr. Clark pursued a career with industry, and accepted a position as a systems engineer 

with the then named RCA Victor Company Ltd. of Montreal.  In 1957, he was selected to manage the 

transfer of technology relating to the Fire Control System of the CF-105 Arrow aircraft from his parent 

corporation in Camden, New Jersey, to Canada.  In 1958, upon the cancellation of the Arrow Aircraft 

Program, he and his team of Canadian engineers and technicians were invited to remain with the Radio 

Corporation of America in the United States. 

 

He then became involved with the engineering, installation and operation of the Ballistic Missile Early 

Warning System that RCA was developing in Greenland, Alaska, the United Kingdom and Colorado.  

He was the first site operations manager at Thule, Greenland and Clear, Alaska. 

 

In 1960, he was invited to replace the retiring vice-president of the RCA Missile Test Project at Cape 

Canaveral, Florida.  During the next twelve years, Denton and his family lived in Florida and expanded 

his RCA missile and space interests to such locations as White Sands, New Mexico; Houston (Texas), 

Goddard Space Flight Center, Maryland; NASA, Edwards (California); Puerto Rico, South America and 

South Africa. 
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In 1972, he was transferred by RCA to Cherry Hill, N.J., with his responsibilities being expanded, but 

still including missile and space responsibilities. 

 

In 1973, he was invited to return to Canada to become president of  the then named RCA Limited in 

Montreal.  In 1976, he was named Chairman and President.  The name of the company was changed to 

RCA Inc. and the headquarters was moved to Toronto in 1979.   

 

During his business career, he maintained an even balance of outside and inside interests.  While in Flor-

ida, he held the following positions:  Director of the Barnett First National Bank of Cocoa, a trustee and 

Chairman of the Board of the Florida Institute of Technology (Melbourne, Florida),  Director of the Co-

coa Beach Chamber of Commerce (instrumental in forming the Cape Kennedy Area Chamber of Com-

merce),  Officer in Rotary and University clubs,  Charter organizer of the Cocoa Beach Golf Club,  and 

an Elder at the Riverside Presbyterian Church in Cocoa Beach.  In Canada, he continued these interests.  

Some as follows:  A director of the Florida Institute of Technology,  Member of the Florida Council of 

100,  a director of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce (Chairman 1980 - 1981),  Chairman of the Can-

ada/UK Chamber of Commerce (1981 to 1986),  a member of the Policy Committee of the Business 

Council on National Issues (BCNI),  and a director of a number of Canadian companies. 

 

He was also a member of the Toronto Club, Rideau Club, Mount Royal Club, Royal Montreal Golf and 

Country Club, Forest and Stream Club, and Lambton Golf and Country Club.  Mr. Clark was an elder in 

the Kingston-Lambton United Church. 

 

On August 7, 1946, he married Janet Eileen, the daughter of Norman and Elizabeth (Green) MacMurdo 

of North Bedeque, P.E.I.  They have one son, Bryan Denton, and two daughters, Dr. Elizabeth Mary 

Heather and Barbara Ann. 

 

Honorary doctorates were conferred on Mr. Clark by the University of Prince Edward Island in April, 

1983, and by the University of New Brunswick in October, 1984. 

 

General Electric acquired RCA in 1986.  Denton retired in January, 1987 after the two companies were 

integrated to GEôs satisfaction.  Denton and his wife Janet retired to Florida and North Bedeque at that 

time.  He remained on some boards, and became Chairman of Imapro Corporation, a digital imaging 

company headquartered in Ottawa.  He retired from Imapro in 1994.  He is trustee emeritus of the Flor-

ida Institute of Technology (Florida Tech) in Melbourne, Florida. 

 

He and Janet live at Suntree, Florida, are members of the Suntree Golf and Country Club, and are mem-

bers of the Riverside Presbyterian church in Cocoa Beach, Florida. 

 

 

 

The pictorial highlights that follow this biography are arranged in these categories: 

 

  1) Early Years 

  2) Air Force Days 

  3) Post Air Force, and  pre RCA Days 

  4) RCA Days 

  5) RCA Days (Canada) 

  6) Retirement 
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Early Years 
 

The following is a copy of a diary entry made by Mr. Jesse A. Wright on Tuesday, the 29th of January, 

1924. It is the first known record of the birth of the yet unnamed George Denton Clark (other than the 

record made at the hospital). 

When Mr. Wright retired, he sold his farm to my father (with my grandfatherôs assistance) and retained 

2.3 acres on the Dunk River for his new home that he named Riverside. My father later purchased this 

property as well. 

 

Some moment is made of this, because this same Riverside property was purchased by us when we re-

turned to Canada in 1973. (My father had sold it when he retired). More on this later. 

 

My father, with me and my older sister - 1928. My grandfather, Ewen Clark who owned 

Clarkôs Mills in Wilmot Valley. 
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North Bedeque School student body, 1936.  I am in the second row from the back, third from the left, wearing a cap. Janet is 

in the row in front of me, just in front of my right shoulder. 

On the hay mower, 1937. 
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My first automobile was a 1927 Chevrolet coupe that I purchased from my first cousin, Ewen Clark, 

when I was seventeen years old.  I paid $16.00 for it - licensed and running!  My next car was a 1930 

Plymouth that I modified to run on Kerosene. 

Just prior to joining the Air Force. Janet on the running board of my first car.  

Although my father wanted me to go to Prince of Wales College in Charlottetown when I finished grade 

ten at the North Bedeque school, I elected to seek work to support my interests in automobiles and elec-

tronics (building radios).  My first job was with the Cosman Roofing Company of Moncton N.B. who 

had the contract to install the composition roofing on the hangars at the Air Force station in St Eleanor's.  

When this job was finished I attended and graduated from Miss McLeanôs Business College in Summer-

side.  After a short stint working at Jack Taylorôs Texaco Service Station, I was hired as a clerk by the 

P.E.I. Fur Pool, and remained there until I joined the Air Force in 1942. 

My parents, Heath and Mary Clark.  Our home, 1942.  
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Air Force Days 
 

 

Pilot Trainee, G. Denton Clark 
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Potential air crew members on the War Emergency Training Plan (WET Pee) course at the Agricultural 

College in Truro, N.S.  This was offered to those who had not graduated from high school, or those who 

required a refresher.  It offered a high school equivalency in selected subjects to be better equipped to 

understand theory of flight, air navigation, etc.  On the extreme left on the second from the back row is 

Sheldon Cameron, I am the third person from the left on the third row from the front (dark shirt).  Reg 

Rogers from Borden is the fourth person from the left on the second row from the bottom. 

I went to the Air Force recruiting office in Charlottetown, PEI, as soon as I turned eighteen.  They sug-

gested that I enlist as a potential pilot or observer, and take a condensed high school course that would 

be held at Truro, N.S.  I was ñsworn inò shortly thereafter in Moncton, N.B.  Sheldon Cameron joined at 

the same time.  We roomed together at the same boarding house in Truro.  We were not issued uniforms 

until we went to Manning Depot in Lachine, Quebec. 
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At Manning Depot, Lachine, P.Q.  

ñYouôre in the Air Force now!ò Uniforms, 

haircuts, barrack living, drill parades, etc. 

At Initial Training School (ITS) Victoriaville, PQ. Left to rightðHughie 

McRae, self, Sheldon Cameron, Alpine Murray, Millar Brittain, Art DeWitt, 

and unknown. 

Graduation day, Service Flying Training School (SFTS) at Calgary, Alta. 

The flying instructor had five students.  I am on the far right. 

After completion of Elementary Flying 

Training School (EFTS) at Cap de la Made-

leine, P.Q.  Trained on the Fleet Finch bi-

plane.  First flying commenced on skis. 
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Some of the planes I piloted (top to bottom):  Fleet Finch (EFTS, Cap de la Madeleine), Cessna Crane 

(SFTS, Calgary), and Airspeed Oxfords (in England). 
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Here with fellow instructor Roy Latimer.  Roy went on to 

fly Mosquitoes when his eighteen month assignment as a 

flying instructor was completed. 

After graduation from SFTS, and a short leave at 

home, was sent to Halifax to prepare for overseas 

departure.  We crossed the Atlantic on the Mauri-

tania and docked in Liverpool, England.  Went by 

rail to Bournemouth where all RCAF members 

were billeted prior to their assignments in Eng-

land.  After a short stint at Theale (near Redding), 

I was transferred to Windrush, which was a pilots 

Advanced Flying Unit, to receive advanced flying 

training on Airspeed Oxfords.  When this training 

was completed, I was ñsecondedò (as they say in 

the U.K.) to the RAF to attend Flying Instructors 

School in Upavon.  Initially I had mixed emotions 

At home in North Bedeque, prior to leaving for England. 

about this assignment as I was leaving my 

colleagues with whom I had trained in Can-

ada.  The Carrot that was ñdangledò out in 

front of me was that I would be assigned to 

fly Mosquitoes at the end of an eighteen 

month tour as a flying instructor - this indeed 

was a great motivating factor! 
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At Clarkôs shore with Janet, Sheldon and Isabel just 

after returning from England.  This is the cottage that 

just days later Sheldon removed part of its roof by fly-

ing into it with an Anson. 

After VE Day, I was dispatched to Southampton where I boarded the Louis Pasteur for the return voyage 

to Canada. From Halifax, I went by train to Montreal for some administrative processing, then allowed 

to proceed on leave to P.E.I.  

Shown here in England just prior to returning to Can-

ada.  My eighteen month tour as a flying instructor was 

not completed due to the cessation of hostilities.   
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Post R.C.A.F & pre RCA Days 
 

Although my time spent in the Air Force was short relative to my overall career, the experience was very 

rewarding.  It also gave me time to develop a greater appreciation for the value of additional education. 

Prior to my release from the Air Force, I was given a battery of tests, with the results suggesting that I 

should study engineering.  Rather than pursue a flying career, I decided to attend Prince of Wales Col-

lege (PWC) to qualify for acceptance at a University.  I took their ñtwo years in oneò option, and after 

graduation in 1946, I was accepted at the University of New Brunswick (UNB). 

 

During the summer of 1946, the most important event in my life took place.  Janet Eileen MacMurdo 

became my wife on the seventh of August.  We were married in the North Bedeque United Church. 
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I commenced studying electrical engineering at University of New Brunswick in Fredericton in the fall 

of 1946.  To supplement my Department of Veterans Affairs allowance, I worked for the Diamond Con-

struction Company as an electrical mechanic during week-ends and summers, pictured below on the 

right with my crew on Grand Manan Island, summer 1949. 

 

Our first child, Bryan Denton, was born in Fredericton on February 19th, 1948.  It is interesting to note 

that, later in life, Bryan received his degree in electrical engineering from UNB as well. 

Taking a break from studies with Janet and Bryan, 1949. Received my Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineer-

ing (BScEE)  from UNB in 1950. 
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At the RCEME School in Kingston. I am in the center of the second row from the bottom 

On a missile introductory course at the RCAF base at Clinton, Ontario.  (back row, far left). 

During my last year at UNB, I joined the army in the corps of the Royal Canadian Electrical and Me-

chanical Engineers (RCEME).  During the next four years I served in Kingston, Montreal, Vancouver 

and Vernon B.C. 
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The army sponsored a one year attendance at 

McGill University to obtain a Master of Engi-

neering degree, received in 1952.   

 

While attending McGill, our second child was 

born, Elizabeth (Betty) Mary Heather on the 

fifteenth of August, 1952.  It is of interest to 

note that in later years Betty graduated as a 

medical doctor from the McGill School of 

Medicine. 

I resigned from the army in 1956 and accepted 

a position as a research officer with the Na-

tional Research Council (NRC) in Ottawa. 
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RCA Days 
 

After a short stint at NRC, I joined RCA in Montreal as a systems engineer in 1957.  My first major as-

signment was to have the responsibility of transferring the technology for the fire control system of the 

CF-105 AVRO Arrow aircraft from RCA Camden, N.J. to RCA in Canada.  RCA in Camden had the 

contract to design and develop the first ten production prototypes.  Follow-on production was to be done 

in Canada and I was scheduled to be the plant engineer at a new RCA plant to be built in Malton, On-

tario.  When the Arrow program was cancelled by the Canadian government, my team of engineers was 

invited to remain in the U.S. with RCA. 

While in Camden, our second daughter, Barbara Ann, was born on the 20th of June, 1958.  She was reg-

istered in Ottawa as a foreign birth, giving her dual citizenship.   

The AVRO CF-105 ñArrowò. 
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I, plus my team of engineers, was then assigned to the RCA Ballistic Missile Early Warning System 

(BMEWS) project that was headquartered in Riverton N.J.  The BMEWS sites were located at Thule 

(Greenland), Clear (Alaska), and Fylingdales (England), with the control headquarters located at Colo-

rado Springs.  I was the Site Operations Manager at Thule.  When this site became operational, I was 

transferred to Clear to install a similar system. 

Each of the huge BMEWS antennas built were equivalent in area to a football field - and there were five antennas at each site! 

Giving a tour of the RCA BMEWS site to visiting dignitaries, Thule, 

Greenland, 1960 (at far right). 
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Titan/launch, Cape Canaveral, 1963 

Fairbanks was the closest city to Clear, but there was no highway between the two locations.  I was in 

the process of looking for a home so that I could move Janet and the children to Fairbanks.  I was also 

considering the purchase of a light aircraft to commute between Fairbanks and Clear - great in summer, 

but challenging during the winter months!  These plans changed abruptly when I was invited to New Jer-

sey to discuss moving to Florida.  

 

In 1960, I was transferred from Clear, Alaska to replace the retiring Vice President of the RCA Missile 

Test Project at Cape Canaveral, Florida.  The project employed over three thousand people - scientists, 

engineers, mathematicians and technicians, with the responsibility for planning, engineering and operat-

ing the Air Force Eastern Test Range (AFETR).  The range supported missile and space launches for Air 

Force, Army, Navy and NASA launches. 

 

The support consisted of providing tracking data information for missile or space launches to the range 

user.  This information was provided by RCA personnel operating radar, telemetry equipment, commu-

nications equipment and optical systems.  These people and systems were located at tracking stations 

from Florida to the Indian Ocean, and many locations in between such as Eleuthera, San Salvador, Anti-

gua, Trinidad, Ascension Island, Pretoria (South Africa), and various tracking ships - to name a few. 
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Top:  At an RCA briefing for visiting dignitaries, 1961 

Left:  In front of an RCA command destruct antenna at Cape Canaveral, 1966 

Right:  Reception for Major General David Jones, Commander of the Air Force Eastern Test Range, 1967.  (Jones was a pilot 

with the Doolittle Raiders during WWII). 
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Janet and I reviewing the menu at one of the more popular restaurants at the time, Bernardôs Surf, in Cocoa Beach. 
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Ground breaking ceremony for a new RCA/PanAm Building in Cocoa Beach on land purchased from Florida real 

estate legend, Gus Edwards, next to me at far right, 1962 

Board members of the Barnett First National Bank of Cocoa (standing, fourth from left) 
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Reviewing the progress of a Florida Institute of Technology building with the founding president, Dr. Jerome 

P. Keuper, following a presentation of an RCA donation, 1966. 

Left to right:  Florida governor Haydon Burns, Cocoa Beach mayor (and RCA employee) Robert Murkshe, 

Janet and I at a reception, 1966. 
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Top Left:  Receiving the Presidentôs Medal from Robert Sarnoff, son of the founder of RCA, General David Sarnoff, 1971. 

Top Right:  Receiving an appreciation award from the president of the Missile, Space & Range Pioneers.  I was a founding 

member and past president of this organization, 1971 

Bottom:  Receiving the CHIEF award (Champion for Higher Independent Education in Florida), 1971. 
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The Technical Laboratory (above), located at Patrick Air force Base, housed all of our scientists, engi-

neers, mathematicians and data processing people. 

 

In 1968 I was named Vice President of Range Projects, with the following projects being included under 

the umbrella of Range Projects: 

 
  1) The Navyôs Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation Center (AUTEC) located at Andros Island in the Caribbean. 

 

  2) The Navyôs Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range (AFWR) located at Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. 

 

  3) The Armyôs White Sands Missile Range (WSMR) located at White Sands, New Mexico. 

 

  4) NASAôs High Altitude Test Range locate at Edwards Air Force Base, California.  

 

These additions increased the number of employees to over four thousand  in the Range Projects organi-

zation - a significant increase in the number of performance reviews, management reviews, travel etc. 

In 1972 I was transferred to Cherry Hill, N.J., retaining 

the range projects responsibility plus additional re-

sponsibilities associated with NASA, and an electron-

ics assembly plant in Springfield, Virginia.  We lived 

in a rented apartment in Cherry Hill while our new 

home was being built, a home that we lived in for only 

six months. 

Arriving at a down range tracking station. 
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RCA Days (Canada) 
 

In 1973 I was named President of RCA Limited, headquartered in Sainte Anne de Bellevue, Quebec. 

The company had seven thousand employees, six manufacturing/assembly plants, two recording studios, 

six distribution centers and service centers located at most major cities across Canada.   

 

In 1976 I was named Chairman and President of the company. 
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Left:  At work in Montreal, shortly after becoming President of RCA Canada, 1973 

Right:  Television assembly plant in Prescott, Ontario, 1973.   
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Left:  I was the test subject (note 

TV screen) used in one of RCAôs 

first transmissions of television 

signals over an optical laser trans-

mission system.  The optical link 

for this demo was between Mont-

realôs Place Ville Marie (PVM) 

and received at the office tower of 

the Canadian Broadcasting Corpo-

ration (CBC), a distance of 3 

miles.  The arrow shows the trans-

mit laser beam at PVM, 1974. 

Right:  Showing the Hon. Bud 

Drury, Minister of Science and 

Technology, examining one of the 

RCA Satcom communications 

satellites that were designed, de-

veloped and manufactured at our 

Sainte Anne de Bellevue plant in 

Montreal.  This series of satellites 

were all launched from Cape Ca-

naveral.  One of our most interest-

ing programs! (1975). 
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Presenting a plaque to Alan Holman of Charlottetown, 

in recognition of his companyôs merchandising RCA 

products for fifty years.  Similar plaques were pre-

sented to qualifying dealers from Halifax to Vancouver 

Island, 1974. 

Member, Florida Council of 100.  

Attractive meeting locations and 

interesting agendas.  An afternoon 

of relaxation during each meet-

ingéon this occasion, tarpon fish-

ing (seated, second from the 

right), 1976. 

In 1980, the decision was made to move our headquarters from Montreal to Toronto - another move for 

Janet! Our new offices were located in the Royal Bank building in downtown Toronto. 

 

About this time, I became active in the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, first as a Director, and later as 

its Chairman.  My duties as Chairman took about 70% of my time, but I was fortunate to have a loyal 

and capable RCA management staff to ensure that business ran smoothly in my absence.  The Chamber 

speaking engagements took me to all corners of Canada é from Cornerbrook, Nfld. to Victoria, B.C. to 

Tuktoyaktuk, NWT, and many locations in between é plus many international locations, including 

Philadelphia, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Buffalo, London, Tokyo and Hong Kong. 
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In 1980 my siblings joined with 

the McCaull family to install a 

stained glass window in memory 

of our parents in the North Bede-

que United Church.  From left to 

right are:  Garth, Carolyn, Doris, 

Beryl and self. 

 

In 1994 a similar window was in-

stalled in the church for two 

MacMurdo families (Janetôs rela-

tives). 
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Chamber of Commerce meeting 

with the Hon. Jean Chretien, M.P. 

(me on the ñLeftò), 1981. 

Chamber of Commerce meeting 

with the Hon. Joe Clark, M.P. 

(me on the ñRightò), 1981. 

Chairing a meeting as Chairman 

of the Board of the Canadian 

Chamber of Commerce, 1980. 
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Led a Canadian trade mission to Taiwan in 1981. 

Discussions with Premier Sun Yun-Suan in Taipei during Canadian trade mission to Taiwan. 
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Was a member of the policy commit-

tee of the Business Council on Na-

tional Issues (BCNI).  Shown here in 

Europe during a review of Canadian 

forces participation at all NATO lo-

cations.  Seated left on front row, 

1984. 

Military review, Canadian NATO 

troops, Germany, November, 1984. 

Trying it out for size at a NATO lo-

cation in Germany, 1984 
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Betty and Dr. Thomas Price, married in To-

ronto, 1983.  

Barbara and Mr. Randall Helander, married 

in Toronto, 1984.  

Some wedding attendees, Janetôs sister Norma (left). 
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Receiving an honorary Doctorate of 

Laws from the University of Prince 

Edward Island (UPEI), 1983. 

Receiving an honorary Doctorate of Sci-

ence from the University of New Bruns-

wick, 1984. 

UNB President, Dr. James Downey, 

and UNB Chancellor, Lady Aiken. 


